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The purpose of the CTA Spotlight 

for the 2016-2017 School year is to 

serve as a communication tool for 

community members in our district 

about what the staff members at Cole 

Camp R-1 are passionate about; 

creating a rich learning environment for 

our students and giving them all of the 

tools they need to succeed.  CTA hopes 

that by reading this article each week, you are able to pull from it information to greater 

assist the student in your life, as we all take part in their growth and development.  This 

week’s article is “Pride Is Essential for Success” with 7
th

 and 8
th

 Grade Science teacher, 

Robyn Shearer.   

 If you walk into some classrooms at Cole Camp Middle School, you will see pride 

oozing from students.  That is what science teacher, Robyn Shearer, states happens in 

her classroom many times.  “They are proud of their work, they are proud of their 

classroom, and they are proud of each other”.  Where does this pride come from?  Pride 

essentially comes from a sense of ownership in something.  The new Science Standards 

that have been adopted by Missouri, are now project-based learning, and have students 

creating presentations and designs.  This allows 

all students to take ownership in something they 

themselves have created, invented, or presented.  

It tells a little part of them as a person, and that 

resonates pride.  “Pride tells me that the students 

are a part of the learning process, just not 

observers”, says Junior High Science teacher Mrs. 

Shearer.  “Students feel they have some control 

over their learning and that their ideas matter”.  It 

has been shown that students who have pride in 

their work and school actually tend to be more 

involved in school and earn better grades.  This 

pride in homework and projects is very important 

for their success.   

Pride in your school is another type of pride 

that enforces achievement.  School pride happens 



 

 

when goals are set.  Every student should set 

goals, no matter how small.  It could be a goal 

for a sports team, group assignment, or a high 

school club.  They could even be individualized 

goals for earning a certain grade, becoming a 

better student, or even being more organized.  

It does not matter how big the goal is, but that 

these goals instill pride—pride in themselves 

and pride in their school.  Mrs. Shearer states, 

“The sense of pride they have for Cole Camp, 

and being a Bluebird, will very likely carry over 

into all their schoolwork”.   

Even more important, pride that happens 

now will serve your child later.  For instance, if 

they have pride in an assignment, that will carry 

over to other assignments.  This then will apt 

them to have pride in their future work; such 

as college, preparing for a career, or even as 

they enter the workforce.  This ownership and 

pride in what they do, will follow them for 

years to come.  If you look at our school 

teachers in Cole Camp, many graduated from 

here.  That is due to the pride they had while 

being a student at Cole Camp themselves, 

and has now led them to influence that same 

pride in their students today.  Mrs. Shearer 

says, “That is why I decided to come back to 

Cole Camp and teach.  The feeling of pride 

that the students have is so important for 

them to be successful in life.  Cole Camp 

students have pride in their school, town, and 

in the hard work they do.  You do not witness 

that in many other school districts.  I think 

that is what makes our kids special”.  So, 

parents, if you want to ensure pride in your 

child now, sit down and set goals with them 

and encourage ownership in the things they 

do.  It will truly pay off in their future 

endeavors. 


